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fossils, and is now classified in a sub-family of the
Tapiridse. Had Owen known that his fossils had pos-
sessed four fingers and three toes, he would certainly
have associated them with the tapir. The only sug-
gestions of any affinity to Equus that he made were
two details of the skull, which were also shown by
Hyrax.

Differences between the upper and lower molars of
PliolopHus led Owen to reconsider his earlier finds, and
in 1862, in a letter to the Annals and Magazine of
Natural History, he announced that

"The fossil teeth.from the Eocene sand at Kyson, referred by
me to a species of Macacus, are most probably the lower molars
of a species of Hyracotherium (H. cuniculus).J)

So far, all these skeletons were those of animals
which, living in the forests or mangrove-swamps
bordering the London Clay sea, were drowned and their
bodies floated out to sea, so that they were particularly
liable to damage. Twenty years later, Wortman dug
up from the freshwater deposits of the Bad Lands of
Wyoming a much more perfect specimen : the whole
skull and first three cervical vertebras; most of the
dorsal vertebrae, a complete right fore-leg, and almost
complete hind-leg, with the scapula and left humerus.
(Unfortunately the pelvis and sacrum were missing, as
was the fibula.) Now, at last, surely Cope, who de-
scribed this fossil as Hyracotherium venticolum (from
being found in the Wind River beds), should have seen
that this was "as clearly a horse as a pouter is a
pigeon." The nearest he came to this was to say that
the vertebral column showed

" decided indications of equine rather  than  tapiroid affinity,   in
two points,"

both rather technical; and, after noting that the limbs